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Analysis of radar echo characteristics of a long-life super monomer storm

ZHANG Tingting, WANG Peitao, WANG Fengjiao
( Binzhou Meteorological Observatory, Binzhou 256600, China)

Abstract In this paper, a sever hail event happened in central Shandong province on June 14, 2016
was analyzed based on the conventional observations, sounding data of Zhangqiu station and new
generation SA weather radar detections in Binzhou and Jinan. The results show that: The significant
increase of atmospheric unstable energy and the strong vertical wind shear are the favorable environmental
conditions for generation of strong convection. The long-lived hail monomer moved along the valley
between two mountains, which played an important role in air mass uplifting, monomer sustaining, and
monomer track leading. The VIL (vertically integrated liquid) leap before the occurrence of thunderstorm
is favorable to the formation and growth of hail particles. The long TBSS (three body scatter signature) ,
deep and persistent mesocyclone, overhanging strong reflectivity center, bounded weak echo regions and
strong divergence at the top of the storm are significant characteristics of this strong hail event.
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Fig.1 The 500 hPa height field at 08:00 BST and the sea-
level pressure field at 17.00 BST 14 June 2016 ( blue
solid line represents 500 hPa contour line, brown
solid line represents the sea level isobars, red
breakpoint line represents the 700 hPa wind field

convergence area, “D” represents the cold vortex

center at 500 hPa)
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Fig.2  Topography of the northern part of Central Mountain

Area of Shandong (shaded) and the track (red) of

hail monomer ( white box shows the position and

timing of disastrous large hail events)
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Fig.3 The change curve of VIL of the supercell storm center
(dashed line ), and the area variations of regions
where VIL >50 kg -+ m™(black bars) and VIL >60
kg + m™*(gray bars)
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Fig.4 The variations of storm parameters (a) and mesocyclone parameters (b; The upper and bottom strigulas show heights of top

and bottom parts of the mesocyclone, and the middle strigula shows the layer with the strongest wind shear)
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Fig.5 Three-body scattering of radar at 16:32 BST (‘a.base reflectivity with 4.3° elevation angle (“A” indicates the spike top,

which is about 155 km away from the radar; “B” indicates the large hail region, which is about 82 km away from the radar

and at the height of 6.8 km) , b.the reflectivity profile along the three-body scattering)
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